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Whoever is separated from his original source

will always seek the time of reunion.

Who Was Rumi? An Introduction to His
Poetry, Biography, and the Hidden Stories
Behind His Life

al-Din  Muhammad Balkhi,
known as Rumi, was one of the greatest

Jalal widely
Persian poets and mystics. He was born in
Balkh, a historic city that is now located in
Afghanistan, and spent many years of his life
in Konya, in present-day Turkey. Although he
is widely known as “Rumi,” he spoke, wrote,
and composed his poetry primarily in
Persian.

Rumi lived a life full of dramatic changes and
profound experiences. There has been
considerable discussion and debate about
his nationality, his relationship with Shams
of Tabriz, and various aspects of his life. In
this article, we explore Rumi’s life, his most
important works, his best-known poems, his
relationship with Shams of Tabriz, and films
such as Drunk on Love, which was inspired by
his life and his encounter with Shams.

A Complete Biography of Rumi

Rumi’s  full name was Jalal al-Din
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Husayn
Balkhi. He was born in 604 AH in Balkh and
died at the age of sixty-six in Konya. His
father, Baha al-Din Walad, was a well-known
scholar and preacher of his time. Rumi grew
up in a household where religion, literature,
Qur’anic interpretation, and mysticism
played an important role.

Rumi was a poet of the seventh century AH,
a period marked by political and religious
conflicts in Khorasan and Transoxiana. At the
same time, the threat of the Mongol
invasions was becoming increasingly
serious. Rumi’s family left Balkh during this
turbulent period and eventually settled in
Konya, which at the time was part of the
Seljuk Sultanate of Rum.

When Rumi was a child, his family passed
through Nishapur, where he met the famous
Persian mystic and poet Attar of Nishapur.
Attar is said to have given the young Rumi a
copy of his Asrar-nama (The Book of
Secrets). According to a famous tradition,
Attar also made a prophetic remark about
the young boy’s future.

Rumi was approximately a contemporary of
Saadi. While Saadi lived and wrote in Shiraz,

Rumi established his life in Konya. Both

belonged to the seventh century AH—a
period that, despite its political turmoil,
produced some of the greatest literary and
mystical figures in the Persian-speaking
world.

Rumi had many students in Konya and
taught Islamic jurisprudence. Then, at
approximately the age of thirty-seven, he
met Shams of Tabriz. Shams was an
unconventional and restless dervish who
crossed paths with Rumi in Konya. Through

his challenging guestions and
unconventional perspective, Shams
profoundly shook Rumi’s established
worldview.

This encounter changed the course of
Rumi’s life. After meeting Shams, he was no
longer merely a respected teacher and

jurist. He gradually transformed into a

passionate poet and a mystic consumed by
divine love.
Where Was Rumi From?
Rumi was born in Balkh, a historic city that
is today located in Afghanistan. In the
seventh century, however, Balkh belonged
to the broader cultural and historical
sphere of Khorasan and the Persianate
world. This is one reason he is known as
“Jalal al-Din Muhammad Balkhi.”
However, Rumi spent most of his life in
Konya, in present-day Turkey, and his
mausoleum is also located there. Many
people therefore know him as “Rumi,”
meaning someone associated with “Rum,”
the name historically used for Anatolia and
the territories of the Eastern Roman or
Byzantine world.
A List of Rumi’s Most Famous Books
Rumi’s works can generally be divided into
two broad categories:
Poetic Works
These include works written in verse, such
as:

e The Masnavi

e The Divan of Shams of Tabriz

e The Rubaiyat of Rumi
The Masnavi
The Masnavi is Rumi’s most important
work and one of the greatest mystical
works in Persian literature.
The book consists of six volumes. Through

stories, parables, Qur’anic verses,
prophetic traditions, poetic dialogues,
and allegories, Rumi explores humanity,
God, love, suffering, the ego, knowledge,
spiritual awareness, and the path of
mystical transformation.
Many of Rumi’s best-known stories and
teachings—including the opening poem
of the reed flute, the tale of the parrot
and the merchant, Moses and the
shepherd, and the story of the elephant
in the dark—appear in the Masnavi.
The Divan of Shams of Tabriz
The Divan of Shams, also known as the
Great Divan, is a collection of Rumi’s
passionate ghazals, poems, and other
lyrical compositions.
The collection bears the name of Shams
of Tabriz because many of its poems
emerged from Rumi’s profound spiritual
experience following his encounter with
Shams and from the pain of Shams’s
absence.
The Divan of Shams is a book of passion,
spiritual ecstasy, love, longing, and
transformation.
The Rubaiyat of Rumi
A collection of quatrains has also been
attributed to Rumi. However, scholars
have debated the authenticity and
attribution of all the quatrains
traditionally associated with him.
Prose Works
Rumi’s prose works include:

e Fihi Ma Fih

e Majalis-e Sab'a

e Maktubat
Fihi Ma Fih
Fihi Ma Fih is a collection of Rumi’s
discourses and conversations.
Majalis-e Sab'a
Majalis-e  Sab'a consists of seven
sermons or public discourses attributed
to Rumi. The work has a strong preaching
and teaching character and offers an
insight into how Rumi addressed his
audience before becoming widely
celebrated as a poet.
Maktubat
Maktubat is a collection of Rumi’s letters.
These letters were written to different
individuals and are important sources for
understanding his social position,
personal relationships, and everyday
language.
Some of Rumi’s Most Famous Short
Poems
Listen to the reed, how it tells its tale,
complaining of separations and longing.
Whoever is separated from his original
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