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Poetry gives a voice to the heart, preserves the memory of a people, and builds

bridges between human beings.

Shahriar and
Persian Poetry and
Literature Day

Mohammad-Hossein
Shahriar: A Voice of
Persian Poetry

Mohammad-Hossein Shahriar (1906—
1988), born Mohammad-Hossein Behjat
Tabrizi, was one of the most celebrated
Iranian poets of the 20th century. He
was born in Tabriz and became
renowned for his profound contribution
to Persian poetry as well as his literary
works in Azerbaijani Turkish.

Shahriar's poetry reflects a remarkable
combination of love, spirituality,
human emotions, homeland, nature,
nostalgia, and social concerns. His
poems are known for their emotional
depth and their ability to connect
classical Persian literary traditions with
the experiences and feelings of ordinary
people.

Among his best-known works is
“Heydar Babaya Salam” (Greetings
to Heydar Baba), written in Azerbaijani
Turkish. The poem recalls the poet's
childhood, his homeland, village life,
family memories, and the traditions of
his people. It became one of the most
influential works of Azerbaijani
literature and introduced Shahriar's
poetry to a much wider audience.

In Persian, Shahriar also created
numerous memorable poems in both
classical and modern forms. His poetry
demonstrates his deep familiarity with
the literary heritage of great Persian
poets, including Hafez, Saadi, Rumi and
Ferdowsi, while maintaining his own
distinctive emotional and artistic voice.

Shabhriar's poetry is particularly admired
for its simplicity, sincerity and
emotional power. He had the ability to
transform personal memories and
experiences into universal themes that
could be understood by readers across
generations and cultures.

Persian Poetry and
Literature Day

In Iran, September 18 (27 Shahrivar
in the Iranian calendar) is
commemorated as Persian Poetry and
Literature Day. The day is also
associated with the anniversary of
Shahriar's death and serves as an
occasion to honor his literary legacy.

The commemoration is not limited to
Shahriar alone. It provides an
opportunity to celebrate the rich
heritage of Persian poetry and
literature, one of the world's important
literary traditions.

Persian literature has produced some of
the most influential poets and thinkers
in history, including:

o Ferdowsi — author of the
Shahnameh, the monumental
epic of Persian culture and
mythology.

¢ Rumi (Molana Jalal al-Din
Balkhi) — one of the world's
most widely read mystical
poets.

o Saadi — celebrated for his
works Gulistan and Bustan and
his reflections on ethics and
human society.

o Hafez — renowned for his
lyrical poetry, particularly the
Divan of Hafez.

e Omar Khayyam — famous for
his quatrains and philosophical
reflections.

Nizami Ganjavi — one of the great
masters of Persian narrative poetry.
Together, these writers represent
centuries of literary creativity,
philosophical thought, spirituality,
storytelling and cultural memory.

Literature as a Bridge

Between People

One of the remarkable characteristics
of Persian poetry is its ability to
address universal human themes.
Love, friendship, peace, justice,
compassion, loneliness, hope, nature
and the search for meaning are not
limited by geography or nationality.
They are experiences shared by
humanity.

Shahriar's work demonstrates this
power particularly well. His poetry
connects personal memory with
collective identity and demonstrates
how literature can preserve cultural
heritage while simultaneously
communicating with people beyond
cultural and linguistic borders.

His life and works also remind us that
literature is not simply a collection of
words. It is a way of preserving
memory, identity, emotions and
human experience for future
generations.

Shahriar's Literary
Legacy

More than three decades after his
death, Shahriar remains an important
figure in Iranian cultural life.

His legacy can be seen not only in
Persian literary studies but also in
Azerbaijani literary culture. His
ability to write with equal emotional
power in Persian and Azerbaijani
Turkish gave his work a distinctive
place within the cultural landscape of
Iran.

For many readers, Shahriar represents
a bridge between:

Persian and Azerbaijani literature,
classical and modern poetry,
personal memory and collective
culture,

and local identity and universal
human experience.

A Day to Celebrate
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