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Lake Urmia Between Hope and
Warning: A Rainy Autumn Offers a
New Chance for Restoration
Provincial Desk

from dams, its effects are initially visible
in areas close to these inflow routes.
The slope of the lakebed, differences in
depth across various sections, and the
direction of water movement also
contribute to the uneven distribution of
water.

In shallow areas, the water surface may
expand more rapidly, but these same
areas also dry out more quickly during
periods of heat and drought.

The northern and shallow sections of
the lake are generally more vulnerable
because of their greater distance from
some major inflows and their high
evaporation rates. In these areas, the
retreat of water can lead to the
formation of extensive salt flats.
Therefore, an increase in water in one
part of the lake does not necessarily
mean simultaneous improvement
throughout the entire lake. Each section
must be assessed based on its inflows,
depth, salinity, and evaporation rate.
This Autumn: More Rainfall, but No
Guarantee of Restoration

Some reports concerning the climate
outlook for autumn 2026 indicate the
possibility of above-average
precipitation in parts of northwestern
Iran.

If these forecasts materialize, the Lake
Urmia watershed could benefit from
increased rainfall and runoff. The
months of November and December,
particularly if snowfall occurs in
mountainous areas, could be especially
important for replenishing rivers and
storing water.

However, precipitation alone is not
sufficient to assess the lake’s future
condition.

The type of precipitation, timing,
intensity, the amount of water
infiltrating the soil, and the volume of
runoff generated all affect the amount
of water that ultimately reaches the
lake.

Short and intense rainfall events may
produce floods and cause water to
leave the watershed rapidly rather than

PN PN | PPN PN
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nishing water resources.

By contrast, sustained rainfall and
winter snowfall can play a more
effective role in increasing river
inflows over time.

Therefore, forecasts of a rainy autumn
should be viewed as an opportunity
rather than a guarantee of
restoration.

Taking advantage of this opportunity
will depend on coordination among the
Ministry of Energy, Ministry of
Agriculture, provincial authorities,
and local water users.

Is Complete Desiccation of Lake
Urmia Possible?

The risk of complete desiccation of
Lake Urmia has decreased in the short
term, but it cannot yet be ruled out.
The continuation of this risk depends
on precipitation levels, the amount of
water withdrawn from the watershed,
and the volume of environmental water
allocated to the lake.

Because of its high salinity and shallow
depth, Lake Urmia is particularly
sensitive to rising temperatures and
declining inflows.

Even if some parts of the lake remain
covered by water, a further decline in
total water volume could have severe
environmental and social
consequences.

Large-scale drying of the lakebed
increases the possibility of salt dust
storms. Such dust can negatively affect
public health, agricultural land,
vegetation, and the quality of regional
water resources.

At the same time, adequate
precipitation, securing the lake’s
environmental water allocation,
reducing agricultural water
consumption, and managing
groundwater resources can help prevent
the crisis from worsening.

The main solution is not a temporary
increase in water levels, but
maintaining the lake’s water level over
the lona term.
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