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“Great achievements in business are never accomplished by one person alone; they are
achieved by a team of dedicated people.”
— Steve Jobs

Lake Urmia Between Hope and
Warning: A Rainy Autumn Offers a
New Chance for Restoration
Provincial Desk — A relative
improvement in the lake’s water level
and surface area has temporarily reduced
the risk of complete desiccation.
However, the continuation of this trend
depends on autumn precipitation,
securing the lake’s environmental water
allocation, and reforming water
consumption patterns.

News Code: 1228680

Publication Date: August 25, 2026 —
15:30

According to a reporter from Tabnak in
West Azerbaijan Province, as Lake
Urmia approaches the autumn season, it
remains caught between signs of
temporary recovery and serious
environmental warnings.

The latest reports published in August
2026 put the lake’s water level at
approximately 1,270.93 meters, with its
surface area estimated at nearly 2,850
square Kilometers. These figures
indicate a relative improvement
compared with some of the lake’s most
critical periods in the past, but they do
not represent sustainable restoration.
The increase in water levels in recent
months has resulted from a combination
of factors, including intermittent rainfall,
runoff entering the lake from rivers
within its watershed, water releases from
dams, and relatively lower evaporation
during certain periods.

Nevertheless, the lake’s strong
dependence on climatic conditions and
water-management decisions means that
any increase in its water level remains
fragile and potentially temporary.

Over the past two decades, Lake Urmia
has lost a significant portion of its
surface area and water volume.
Agricultural expansion, excessive
groundwater extraction, dam
construction, declining precipitation, and
rising temperatures are among the major
factors that have intensified the crisis.
Attention is now focused on autumn, a
season in which precipitation and runoff
volumes could play a decisive role in
either stabilizing or worsening the lake’s
condition.

Current Condition of the Lake:
Relative but Fragile Improvement
According to reports published by

Iranian domestic media, Lake Urmia’s
water level was approximately 1,270.93
meters in early August, while its
surface area was estimated at nearly
2,850 square kilometers.

Compared with some of the lake’s
previous low-water periods, these
figures indicate a relative halt in the
decline and a limited expansion of the
lake’s water surface.

Nevertheless, the gap between the
current situation and the lake’s
ecological water level and desired
condition remains substantial.

Experts emphasize that a temporary
increase in water volume should not be
mistaken for full restoration. For Lake
Urmia to return to a stable condition, it
needs several consecutive years of
sustained inflows as well as reduced
water extraction throughout its
watershed.

Because the lake is relatively shallow,
evaporation has a particularly strong
impact on its water level. During the
hot months, even a significant increase
in runoff can quickly be offset by
evaporation and the lake’s high salinity.
Therefore, a realistic assessment of the
lake’s condition should be based on
multi-year trends in water level, water
volume, salinity, and the extent of the
water body—not simply on
comparisons between a few months or
a single season.

Greater Increase in Water Levels in
the Southern Part of Lake Urmia
An examination of water inflow
patterns indicates that the southern and
central sections of the lake, due to their
proximity to major inflow routes and
rivers, often experience increases in
water levels earlier than other areas.
Rivers such as the Zarrineh Rud and
Simineh Rud play an important role in
supplying water to the southern and
southeastern parts of Lake Urmia.
Whenever precipitation increases in
upstream areas or water is released
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CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

In Honor of an Exemplary Physician
Esteemed Physician,

In recognition of your noble commitment to
the medical profession and your lifelong
dedication to serving humanity, safeguarding
human dignity, and protecting the health and
well-being of your patients;

Your unwavering commitment to professional
ethics, confidentiality, integrity, compassion,
equality, and respect for human life reflects
the highest values of the medical profession.
Throughout your years of distinguished
service, you have combined scientific
knowledge with compassion and humanity,
dedicating your valuable efforts to the health
and well-being of society and leaving a
lasting legacy of professional excellence and
humanitarian service.

Therefore, on the occasion of the Sixth
Annual Celebration Honoring Exemplary
Physicians, we proudly present

this Certificate of Appreciation in
recognition of your valuable years of service,
professional integrity, dedication,
compassion, and outstanding contribution to
the medical community and to humanity.
May your name and legacy remain forever
honored among the distinguished physicians
and devoted servants of humanity of our
time.

We acknowledge that countless physicians
around the world continue to serve humanity
with knowledge, courage, compassion, and
devotion. On behalf of the community of
those who appreciate and honor the medical
profession, we extend our deepest gratitude
and respect for your distinguished service.
With Highest Appreciation and Respect
Permanent Secretariat of the Society for
the Appreciation of Medical Professionals
Sixth Annual Celebration Honoring
Exemplary Physicians
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