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You are not obligated to win. You are obligated to try every day to
do your best that day.

Preface
In the Name of God, the

Lord of Wisdom and L.ife
The Shahnameh (The Book of Kings),
the immortal masterpiece of the great
Persian poet Hakim Abolgasem
Ferdowsi, is far more than an epic
poem. It is a timeless treasury of history,
culture, wisdom, courage, justice, and
the enduring spirit of the Iranian people.
For more than one thousand years, the
Shahnameh has preserved the Persian
language and inspired generations
through stories of honor, loyalty,
compassion, resilience, and hope. It is
one of humanity's greatest literary
achievements and a bridge between the
ancient world and the present.

Yet, despite its extraordinary value,
many children, young readers, and
international audiences have found it
difficult to approach this remarkable
work because of its classical language
and immense scale.

More than a decade ago, the idea for this
collection was born.

Our dream was not to rewrite the
Shahnameh, nor to simplify its
greatness, but to create a new gateway
through which readers of all ages and
cultures could discover Ferdowsi's
masterpiece while remaining faithful to
its spirit, values, and historical identity.
Every story in this collection has been
carefully adapted into clear and
accessible language, while preserving
the original meaning, dignity, and moral
vision of the Shahnameh.

One of the most distinctive features of
this series is that every reader becomes
part of its creation.

The illustrations have been intentionally
drawn as elegant black-and-white line
art. They are simple enough to invite
creativity, yet detailed enough to
preserve their artistic beauty. Each
reader is free to color every page
according to their own imagination,
emotions, and artistic vision.

As a result, no two copies of this book
will ever be exactly alike.

Every child...

Every young reader...

Every family...

Every artist...

will create their own Shahnameh.

Although the stories remain the same,
every completed book becomes a
unique expression of its owner's
creativity. It is no longer simply a book
that has been read—it becomes a work
of art that has been lovingly completed
by its reader.

Each volume of this series is published
independently, allowing readers to
enjoy, color, and collect the stories one
by one. Over time, these individual
volumes can be gathered and bound
together into a complete, personal
edition of the Shahnameh—a book
brought to life not only by Ferdowsi's
words, but also by the hands,
imagination, and heart of its owner.
Alongside the Persian text, this
collection is being translated into
English—and, in the future, Arabic—to
introduce one of the world's greatest
literary masterpieces to readers across
different cultures. Our purpose is not
merely to translate words, but to
convey the soul of the Shahnameh, the
wisdom of Ferdowsi, and the richness
of Iranian civilization.

This collection is dedicated, with
profound respect, to Hakim
Abolgasem Ferdowsi, whose lifelong
devotion preserved the Persian
language and safeguarded the cultural
identity of Iran for future generations.
If, after turning the final page, a reader
anywhere in the world comes to see
Iran as a land of ancient civilization,
timeless wisdom, rich culture, and
enduring humanity, then this collection
will have fulfilled its purpose.

May these pages become a bridge
between past and future, between
Iran and the world, and between
every reader and one of humanity's
greatest epics.
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